
FADE I N :  


TOP HATS. C l u s t e r e d  i n  a s m a l l  glade. As w e  SUPER TITLES,  ~ 
. a  BLACK CAT s l i n k s  its w a y  through them. A s  T I T L E S  END- 

B o m m  ( V . 0 . )  

A r e  you w a t c h i n g  c l o s e l y ?  


-
A SECOND BLACK ~ ~ S a c e si n t o  f r a m e ,  HISSING, SPITTING,  
CHASING t h e  f i r s t i a t  i n t o  t h e  woods b e y o n d  and we-

CUT TO: 

-
<=.J 

M o v i n g  along a ro an f CANARIES i n  CAGES.%T(3.5-


c m m  (V.O.) 
E v e r y  m a g i c  t r ick consists  o f  three 
parts, o r  ac ts .  .. 

S t o p  a t  a cage. Weathered HANDS envelope the canary. H a n d s  
and voice belong t o  a man i n  h i s  6 0 ' s - CUTTER. 

CUTTER (V.0.I (CONT'D) 
T h e  first part is called the Pledge ... 

A LITTLE GIRL perches on a cheet i n  the workshop, w a t c h i n g .  

CUTTER ( V . 0 . )  (CONT'D) 
. . . the m a g i c i a n  s h o w s  you s o m e t h i n g  
ordinary-

C u t t e r  moves t o  a s m a l l  ORNATE CAGE res t ing  on a prop table. 

CUTTER ( V . 0 . )  (CONT'D) 
A deck of cards, o r  a bird. .. 

INT.  SCALA THEATRE, LONDON -- NIGHT 

A packed house. Many hands raised. Move i n  on a B W E D  
MAN, h i s  gloved hand tentat ively r i s i n g  i n t o  t h e  a i r .  

CUTTER ( V . 0 . )  
...or a man... 

A GLAMOROUS ASSISTANT beckons B e a r d e d  M a n  from the aisle. 
H e  s h u f f l e s  along his r o w  t o w a r d s  her.  E m b a r r a s s e d .  

CUrrER ( V . 0 . )  (CONT'D) 
H e  s h o w s  y o u  t h i s  object, and pledges 
to y o u  i ts u t t e r  n o r m a l i t y .  . . 

B e a r d e d  Man and f o u r  other VOLUNTEERS f o l l o w  the A s s i s t a n t  
down t o w a r d s  the  s tage . . .  



'L On which stands the magician, leaning on his cane, smiling. 
This is ROBERT ANGIER, 35, an American. Looming over him is 
a large and complex ELECTRICAL MACHINE. 

I - 
CUTTER (V . 0 . ) (CONT D 

Perhaps he  asks you to i n s p e c t  it.. . I 
. I 

Bearded Man, FASCINATED, and the other Volunteers look over 
the vast machine. As Angier GESTURES theatrically at the 
various features &the metal and glass apparatus. $7 

a i  CUTTER (V.O.) (CONT'D) 
... t o  s e t h a t  it i s  indeed r e a l .  .. 

'&3 
As the Assistant k b d s  the Volunteers off the stage, Bearded 
Man slips throughee gap at the side of the curtains- - :.=, E;D CUTTER (V.O.) (CONT'D) 

. . .unal@red. .  . 
-2 

INT. SCALA THEATRE, BACKSTAGE - -  CONTINUOUS 

-looks around, DISORIENTED, then darts for some stairs leading 
below stage where he runs into a burly STAGEHAND. 

CUTTER (V.0.) 
. . . normal. 

STAGEHAND 
Where'd you think you're going?! 

CUTTER (V . 0 . ) 
But, of course, it probably isn't.. . 

Bearded Man pulls off his beard, revealing the face of ALFRED 
AOFSIEN, mid 30's. 

BEARDED MAN 
I ' m  part of the act, you fool! 

The Stagehand raises his eyebrows and steps aside. Borden 
RACES down below the stage. Cutter approaches the Stagehand. 

CUTTER 
Who was that? 

INT. SCALA THEATRE, ONSTAGE - -  CONTINUOUS 

AS the machlne GROANS to life. SPARKING and CRACKLING, Angier 
gazes at it, forgetting hls audience. Entranced. Possessed. 

INT. BENEATH THE STAGE - -  CONTINUOUS 
1 -- 
A 

Borden fumbles through the darkened area, lit by flashes and 
sparks through gaps in the boards of the stage above. He 
GASPS as a flash illuminates a STAGEWAND with SOLID WHITE 
EYES sitting nearby. Borden waves a hand in front of the 






























































































































































































































































